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Significant Objects Jan 10 2021 100 EXTRAORDINARY STORIES ABOUT ORDINARY THINGS
SIGNIFICANT OBJECTS: A Literary and Economic Experiment Can a great story transform a
worthless trinket into a significant object? The Significant Objects project set out to answer that
question once and for all, by recruiting a highly impressive crew of creative writers to invent stories
about an unimpressive menagerie of items rescued from thrift stores and yard sales. That
secondhand flotsam definitely becomes more valuable: sold on eBay, objects originally picked up for



a buck or so sold for thousands of dollars in total — making the project a sensation in the literary
blogosphere along the way. But something else happened, too: The stories created were astonishing,
a cavalcade of surprising responses to the challenge of manufacturing significance. Who would have
believed that random junk could inspire so much imagination? The founders of the Significant
Objects project, that’s who. This book collects 100 of the finest tales from this unprecedented
creative experiment; you’ll never look at a thrift-store curiosity the same way again. FEATURING
ORIGINAL STORIES BY: Chris Adrian • Rob Agredo • Kurt Andersen • Rachel Axler • Rob Baedeker
• Nicholson Baker • Rosecrans Baldwin • Matthew Battles • Charles Baxter • Kate Bernheimer •
Susanna Breslin • Kevin Brockmeier • Matt Brown • Blake Butler • Meg Cabot • Tim Carvell •
Patrick Cates • Dan Chaon • Susanna Daniel • Adam Davies • Kathryn Davis • Matthew De Abaitua
• Stacey • D'Erasmo • Helen DeWitt • Doug Dorst • Mark Doty • Ben Ehrenreich • Mark
Frauenfelder • Amy Fusselman • William Gibson • Myla Goldberg • Ben Greenman • Jason Grote •
Jim Hanas • Jennifer Michael Hecht • Sheila Heti • Christine Hill • Dara Horn • Shelley Jackson •
Heidi Julavits • Ben Katchor • Matt Klam • Wayne Koestenbaum • Josh Kramer • Kathryn
Kuitenbrouwer • Neil LaBute • Victor LaValle • J. Robert Lennon • Jonathan Lethem • Todd Levin •
Laura Lippman • Mimi Lipson • Robert Lopez • Joe Lyons • Sarah Manguso • Merrill Markoe • Tom
McCarthy • Miranda Mellis • Lydia Millet • Maud Newton • Annie Nocenti • Stephen O’Connor •
Stewart O’Nan • Jenny Offill • Gary Panter • Ed Park • James Parker • Benjamin Percy • Mark Jude
Poirier • Padgett Powell • Bob Powers • Todd Pruzan • Dan Reines • Nathaniel Rich • Peter Rock •
Lucinda Rosenfeld • Greg Rowland • Luc Sante • R.K. Scher • Toni Schlesinger • Matthew Sharpe •
Jim Shepard • David Shields • Marisa Silver • Curtis Sittenfeld • Bruce Sterling • Scarlett Thomas •
Jeff Turrentine • Deb Olin Unferth • Tom Vanderbilt • Matthew J. Wells • Joe Wenderoth • Margaret



Wertheim • Colleen Werthmann • Colson Whitehead • Carl Wilson • Cintra Wilson • Sari Wilson •
Douglas Wolk • John Wray
Electric Literature Jun 02 2020 A literary anthology featuring writing by: Michael Cunningham Jim
Shepard T. Cooper Lydia Millet Diana Wagman
Electric Literature Jun 26 2022 In our third anthology, Aimee Bender introduces us to a young
woman unable to summon the desire to sleep with her husband without payment in cash, Matt
Sumell's protagonist feels capable of anything but can save no one, Rick Moody charts the rise an
fall of a romance via Twitter, Patrick deWitt presents a bleak, funny tale of two movers who are
going nowhere, and Jenny Offill chronicles the awkward vigil of a man caring for his terminally ill ex-
wife.
A Kind of Flying: Selected Stories May 02 2020 "These stories are full of surprises, jolts, and
lightning strikes of recognition. Do yourself a favor and read Ron Carlson." —Stephen King Ron
Carlson's stories, sometimes wicked or bittersweet, often zany, are rich with a hard-earned
hopefulness frequently absent in contemporary fiction. In this generous gathering from collections
no longer available, longtime fans and new readers alike can savor the development of a master of
idiosyncrasy. Properly celebrated for his range, Carlson offers us a rural sheriff who's wary of UFOs
("Phenomena"), a lawyer on a mission in remote Alaska ("Blazo"), a baseball player turned killer-by-
accident ("Zanduce at Second"), and a nineteen-year-old who experiences an unsettling sexual
awakening during an Arizona summer ("Oxygen"). Here also is a man accusing Bigfoot of stealing his
wife, followed by Bigfoot's incomparable response. Not least of the treasures is "The H Street
Sledding Record," a story perfect for family holiday reading, in which a young father creates the
magic of Santa by throwing manure on his roof on Christmas Eve. This book proves Carlson's axiom



that "a short story is not a single thing done a single way," and it offers us—finally—a full view of his
remarkable talents.
The Devil's Treasure Feb 29 2020
Exes Nov 19 2021 [A] heartbreaking novel about the devastations of severed attachments.” —NPR
For Clay Blackall, a lifelong resident of Providence, Rhode Island, the place has become an
obsession. Here live the only people who can explain what happened to his brother, Eli, whose
suicide haunts this heartbreaking, hilarious novel–in–fragments. A failed actor impersonates a
former movie star; an ex–con looks after a summer home perched atop a rock in the bay; a
broken–hearted salutatorian airs thirteen years’ worth of dirty laundry at his school’s
commencement; an adjunct struggles to make room for her homeless and self–absorbed mother
while revisiting a scandalous high school love affair; a recent widower, with the help of a clever
teen, schemes to rid his condo’s pond of Canada geese. Clay compiles their stories, invasively
providing context in the form of notes that lead always, somehow, back to Eli. Behind Clay’s possibly
insane, definitely doomed, and increasingly suspect task burns his desire to understand his brother’s
death, and the city that has defined and ruined them both. Full of brainy detours and irreverent
asides, Exes is a powerful investigation of grief, love, and our deeply held yet ever–changing notions
of home.
The Girl in the Flammable Skirt Nov 27 2019 "A collection of wistful, witty stories." --Esquire
"Hilarious, deep and a little bit dirty." --Harper's Bazaar A grief-stricken librarian decides to have
sex with every man who enters her library. A half-mad, unbearably beautiful heiress follows a
strange man home, seeking total sexual abandon: He only wants to watch game shows. A woman
falls in love with a hunchback; when his deformity turns out to be a prosthesis, she leaves him. A



wife whose husband has just returned from the war struggles with the heartrending question: Can
she still love a man who has no lips? Aimee Bender's stories portray a world twisted on its axis, a
place of unconvention that resembles nothing so much as real life, in all its grotesque, beautiful
glory. From the first line of each tale she lets us know she is telling a story, but the moral is never
quite what we expect. Bender's prose is glorious: musical and colloquial, inimitable and
heartrending. Here are stories of men and women whose lives are shaped--and sometimes twisted--
by the power of extraordinary desires, erotic and otherwise. The Girl in the Flammable Skirt is the
debut of a major American writer. A 1998 New York Times Notable Book of the Year. Selected by the
Los Angeles Times as one of the best works of fiction of 1998.
Tiny Crimes Sep 25 2019 Forty very short stories that reimagine the genre of crime writing from
some of today’s most imaginative and thrilling writers “An intriguing take on crime/noir writing, this
collection of 40 very short stories by leading and emerging literary voices—Amelia Gray, Brian
Evenson, Elizabeth Hand, Carmen Maria Machado, Benjamin Percy, Laura van den Berg and
more—investigates crimes both real and imagined. Despite their diminutive size, these tales promise
to pack a punch.” —Chicago Tribune, 1 of 25 Hot Books for Summer Tiny Crimes gathers leading
and emerging literary voices to tell tales of villainy and intrigue in only a few hundred words. From
the most hard–boiled of noirs to the coziest of mysteries, with diminutive double crosses, miniature
murders, and crimes both real and imagined, Tiny Crimes rounds up all the usual suspects, and
some unusual suspects, too. With illustrations by Wesley Allsbrook and flash fiction by Carmen
Maria Machado, Benjamin Percy, Amelia Gray, Adam Sternbergh, Yuri Herrera, Julia Elliott,
Elizabeth Hand, Brian Evenson, Charles Yu, Laura van den Berg, and more, Tiny Crimes scours the
underbelly of modern life to expose the criminal, the illegal, and the depraved.



Heads in Beds Oct 19 2021 In the tradition of Kitchen Confidential and Waiter Rant, a rollicking,
eye-opening, fantastically indiscreet memoir of a life spent (and misspent) in the hotel industry.
Jacob Tomsky never intended to go into the hotel business. As a new college graduate, armed only
with a philosophy degree and a singular lack of career direction, he became a valet parker for a
large luxury hotel in New Orleans. Yet, rising fast through the ranks, he ended up working in
“hospitality” for more than a decade, doing everything from supervising the housekeeping
department to manning the front desk at an upscale Manhattan hotel. He’s checked you in, checked
you out, separated your white panties from the white bed sheets, parked your car, tasted your room-
service meals, cleaned your toilet, denied you a late checkout, given you a wake-up call, eaten
M&Ms out of your minibar, laughed at your jokes, and taken your money. In Heads in Beds he pulls
back the curtain to expose the crazy and compelling reality of a multi-billion-dollar industry we think
we know. Heads in Beds is a funny, authentic, and irreverent chronicle of the highs and lows of hotel
life, told by a keenly observant insider who’s seen it all. Prepare to be amused, shocked, and amazed
as he spills the unwritten code of the bellhops, the antics that go on in the valet parking garage, the
housekeeping department’s dirty little secrets—not to mention the shameless activities of the guests,
who are rarely on their best behavior. Prepare to be moved, too, by his candor about what it’s like to
toil in a highly demanding service industry at the luxury level, where people expect to get what they
pay for (and often a whole lot more). Employees are poorly paid and frequently abused by coworkers
and guests alike, and maintaining a semblance of sanity is a daily challenge. Along his journey
Tomsky also reveals the secrets of the industry, offering easy ways to get what you need from your
hotel without any hassle. This book (and a timely proffered twenty-dollar bill) will help you score late
checkouts and upgrades, get free stuff galore, and make that pay-per-view charge magically



disappear. Thanks to him you’ll know how to get the very best service from any business that makes
its money from putting heads in beds. Or, at the very least, you will keep the bellmen from taking
your luggage into the camera-free back office and bashing it against the wall repeatedly.
Friday Night Club Jul 16 2021 Nearly two decades after a crowd of schoolfriends in Scotland
disbanded their regular Friday Night Club, it has reconvened - in London this time. At the centre,
again, is Rob - now a man of means, a man about town, and a man of mystery. The story is told by
the other members of the revived Friday Night Club, three men who spin round in Rob's orbit.
There's Ian, a hippy hedonist who has returned to Britain after wandering around Europe, teaching
English and seducing women. There's Graham, freelance illustrator and aspiring artist, struggling to
cope with the ghost of an ex, a flagging career and the lure of strong drink. And there's Alastair,
whose shyness accounts for his nervous cough and his ability to attract nicknames, but only partly
explains why he hasn't had sex since the Eighties.
Hild Jan 28 2020 Possessing uncanny powers of observation that elevate her influence in turbulent
seventh-century Britain, Hild, the king's youngest niece, is established as a seer and compelled to
advise the king correctly at the risk of her loved ones. By the Nebula Award-winning author of
Ammonite. 75,000 first printing.
Five Skies Oct 07 2020 Beloved story writer Ron Carlson's first novel in thirty years, Five Skies is
the story of three men gathered high in the Rocky Mountains for a construction project that is to last
the summer. Having participated in a spectacular betrayal in Los Angeles, the giant, silent Arthur
Key drifts into work as a carpenter in southern Idaho. Here he is hired, along with the shiftless and
charming Ronnie Panelli, to build a stunt ramp beside a cavernous void. The two will be led by
Darwin Gallegos, the foreman of the local ranch who is filled with a primeval rage at God, at man, at



life. As they endeavor upon this simple, grand project, the three reveal themselves in cautiously
resonant, profound ways. And in a voice of striking intimacy and grace, Carlson's novel reveals itself
as a story of biblical, almost spiritual force. A bellwether return from one of our greatest craftsmen,
Five Skies is sure to be one of the most praised and cherished novels of the year.
A Proper Knowledge Jul 04 2020 A gifted psychiatrist, haunted by the death of his young sister,
seeks to penetrate the mysteries of childhood autism in this beautifully written, insightful
investigation into the misunderstood pathways of the brain - and the heart....
Freeman's: Love Aug 05 2020 The latest installment from “a powerful force in the literary world”
(Los Angeles Times) Freeman’s turns to one of the greatest elevating forces of life: love In a time of
contentiousness and flagrant abuse, it often feels as if our world is run on hate. Invective. Cruelty
and sadism. But is it possible the greatest and most powerful force is love? In the newest issue of
this acclaimed series, Freeman’s Love asks this question, bringing together literary heavyweights
like Tommy Orange, Anne Carson, Louise Erdrich, and Nobel Prize winner Olga Tokarczuk alongside
emerging writers such as Gunnhild Øyehaug and Semezdin Mehmedinović. Mehmedinović
contributes a breathtaking book-length essay on the aftermath of his wife’s stroke, describing how
the two reassembled their lives outside their home country of Bosnia. Richard Russo’s charming and
painful “Good People” introduces us to two sets of married professors who have been together for
decades, and for whom love still exists, but between the wrong pair. Haruki Murakami tells the tale
of a one-night stand that feels like a dying sun. Together, the pieces comprise a stunning exploration
of the complexities of love, tracing it from its earliest stirrings, to the forbidden places where it
emerges against reason, to loss so deep it changes the color of perception. In a time when we need it
the most, this issue promises what only love can bring: a solace of complexity and warmth.



The Duke of Deception Dec 29 2019 Duke Wolff was a flawless specimen of the American clubman
-- a product of Yale and the OSS, a one-time fighter pilot turned aviation engineer. Duke Wolff was a
failure who flunked out of a series of undistinguished schools, was passed up for military service,
and supported himself with desperately improvised scams, exploiting employers, wives, and, finally,
his own son. In The Duke of Deception, Geoffrey Wolff unravels the enigma of this Gatsbyesque
figure, a bad man who somehow was also a very good father, an inveterate liar who falsified
everything but love.
I Can See Right Through You May 14 2021 "I Can See Right Through You", by Kelly Link, is an off-
kilter ghost story (or not) about an estranged couple who have remained friends long after they were
originally paired in a vampire movie that made them famous. Now the demon lover searches out his
former lover in Florida while she is in the middle of filming a tv episode about ghost hunting.
Truckerology Jan 22 2022 Climb aboard Big Blue and ride along with veteran trucker, Long-Haul
Larry as he tells tales of his journeys across America's heartland. Share in the humor and struggle of
driving a truck for the first time and teaching others to do the same. Experience nail-biting tension
while trucking through ice and wind. Learn how to train a cat and how not to train your wife. Find
out what to wear when the shooting starts and discover the fastest way to get a Thanksgiving turkey.
Know how NOT to meet your maker and what it's like to walk a stranger to the hereafter. Larry's
stories will move, entertain, and impress you in ways you never imagined as you experience life as
an American trucker. Publisher Note: Truckerology is a clean and wholesome read appropriate for
readers of all ages. This book is a series of short-stories sure to warm the heart and tickle the funny-
bone. About The Author Veteran trucker, Long-Haul Larry hails from the eastern lowlands of
Wisconsin, north of Milwaukee, but can be found anywhere along America's vast highways piloting



Big Blue along with Chicken Johnny. Larry firmly believes, "If you're gonna drive 'em, you better be
able to fix 'em." Using his natural mechanical aptitude and experience as a truck mechanic, he keeps
Big Blue "running the miles" and their deliveries on time. Join Larry and Chicken Johnny in their
daily adventures on the Long-Haul Larry YouTube Channel at https://bit.ly/LongHaulLarry. What's
up with the chicken, you ask? You'll have to look for Chicken Johnny on Larry's YouTube channel to
find out. Special thanks to John Vollrath with JBG Travels for the Introduction.
A Sliver of Light Aug 17 2021 Three young Americans describe the time spent in captivity in Iran's
infamous Evin Prison after they unknowingly crossed the border while hiking on vacation and were
accused of espionage by Iranian Border Patrol. 30,000 first printing.
The Pugilist at Rest Sep 05 2020 Thom Jones made his literary debut in The New Yorker in 1991.
Within six months his stories appeared in Harper's, Esquire, Mirabella, Story, Buzz, and in The New
Yorker twice more. "The Pugilist at Rest" - the title story from this stunning collection - took first
place in Prize Stories 1993: The O. Henry Awards and was selected for inclusion in Best American
Short Stories 1992. He is a writer of astonishing talent. Jones's stories - whether set in the combat
zones of Vietnam or the brittle social and intellectual milieu of an elite New England college,
whether recounting the poignant last battles of an alcoholic ex-fighter or the hallucinatory visions of
an American wandering lost in Bombay in the aftermath of an epileptic fugue - are fueled by an
almost brutal vision of the human condition, in a world without mercy or redemption. Physically
battered, soul-sick, and morally exhausted, Jones's characters are yet unable to concede defeat: his
stories are infused with the improbable grace of the spirit that ought to collapse, but cannot. For in
these extraordinary pieces of fiction, it is not goodness that finally redeems us, but the heart's
illogical resilience, and the ennobling tenacity with which we cling to each other and to our lives.



The publication of The Pugilist at Rest is a major literary event, heralding the arrival of an
electrifying new voice in American fiction, and a writer of magnificent depth and range. With these
eleven stories, Thom Jones takes his place among the ranks of this country's most important authors.
Lawn Boy Feb 08 2021 Winner of the Alex Award “Mike Muñoz Is a Holden Caulfield for a New
Millennium--a '10th-generation peasant with a Mexican last name, raised by a single mom on an
Indian reservation' . . . Evison, as in his previous four novels, has a light touch and humorously
guides the reader, this time through the minefield that is working-class America.” --The New York
Times Book Review For Mike Muñoz, life has been a whole lot of waiting for something to happen.
Not too many years out of high school and still doing menial work--and just fired from his latest gig
as a lawn boy on a landscaping crew--he’s smart enough to know that he’s got to be the one to shake
things up if he’s ever going to change his life. But how? He’s not qualified for much of anything. He
has no particular talents, although he is stellar at handling a lawn mower and wielding clipping
shears. But now that career seems to be behind him. So what’s next for Mike Muñoz? In this funny,
biting, touching, and ultimately inspiring novel, bestselling author Jonathan Evison takes the reader
into the heart and mind of a young man determined to achieve the American dream of happiness and
prosperity--who just so happens to find himself along the way.
The Sugar Frosted Nutsack Dec 21 2021 From the bestselling and wildly imaginative novelist Mark
Leyner, a romp through the excesses and exploits of gods and mortals. High above the bustling
streets of Dubai, in the world's tallest and most luxurious skyscraper, reside the gods and goddesses
of the modern world. Since they emerged 14 billion years ago from a bus blaring a tune remarkably
similar to the Mister Softee jingle, they've wreaked mischief and havoc on mankind. Unable to
control their jealousies, the gods have splintered into several factions, led by the immortal enemies



XOXO, Shanice, La Felina, Fast-Cooking Ali, and Mogul Magoo. Ike Karton, an unemployed butcher
from New Jersey, is their current obsession. Ritualistically recited by a cast of drug-addled bards,
THE SUGAR FROSTED NUTSACK is Ike's epic story. A raucous tale of gods and men confronting
lust, ambition, death, and the eternal verities, it is a wildly fun, wickedly fast gambol through the
unmapped corridors of the imagination.
A Day at the Beach Aug 24 2019 With these interwoven autobiographical essays, Geoffrey Wolff,
author of the acclaimed The Duke of Deception, recounts the moral (and immoral) education of a
writer, friend, husband, and father, as he offers his spirited, elegant, and deeply felt observations on
an extraordinary life: from wildly dysfunctional childhood Christmases to a concupiscent career
teaching literature in Istanbul; from a victory over the chaos of drink to a life-affirming surrender to
the majesty of the Matterhorn; and from a foundering friendship to the transcending love of family.
He shares with us, then, the wisdom of an alert man learning through the unsettling collisions of
time, place, and local custom, and through the force of hardship and hazard, to bring his many
disparate selves together -- with astonishing high-stakes candor and dazzling literary agility.
Pure Hollywood Jul 28 2022 “Long and short stories from one of our most distinctive prose stylists,”
the author of the National Book Award finalist, Florida: A Novel (New York, “The Best Books of the
Year So Far”). Hailed by George Saunders as “a truly gifted writer,” with Pure Hollywood & Other
Stories, Pulitzer Prize finalist and O Henry Prize winner Christine Schutt returns to the short story
form that launched her acclaimed career and her inimitable style that John Ashbery once described
as “pared down but rich, dense, fevered, exactly right and even eerily beautiful.” In 11 captivating
tales, Pure Hollywood brings us into private worlds of corrupt familial love, intimacy, longing, and
danger. From an alcoholic widowed actress living in desert seclusion, to a young mother whose



rejection of her child has terrible consequences, a newlywed couple who ignore the violent warnings
of a painter burned by love, to an eerie portrait of erotic obsession, each story in Pure Hollywood is
an imagistic snapshot of what it means to live and learn love and hurt. In league with JD Salinger,
Katherine Mansfield and Guy De Maupassant, in Pure Hollywood Schutt gives us sharply suspenseful
and masterfully dark interior portraits of ordinary lives, infused with her signature observation and
surprise. Timeless, incisive, and precise, these tales are a rush of blood to the head, portals through
which we open our eyes and see the world anew. “Schutt’s haunting yet lyrical words linger long
after the final page.”—Los Angeles Times “Think Gatsby with a twist of Didion.”—BBC.com “Schutt
writes stories that don’t have an ounce of melodrama in them—they feel unusually alive and
honest—and few writers capture bereavement with Schutt’s precision and elegance.”—Oprah.com
The Book of Aron Apr 12 2021 The acclaimed National Book Award finalist—“one of the United
States’ finest writers,” according to Joshua Ferris, “full of wit, humanity, and fearless
curiosity”—now gives us a novel that will join the short list of classics about children caught up in
the Holocaust. Aron, the narrator, is an engaging if peculiar and unhappy young boy whose family is
driven by the German onslaught from the Polish countryside into Warsaw and slowly battered by
deprivation, disease, and persecution. He and a handful of boys and girls risk their lives by scuttling
around the ghetto to smuggle and trade contraband through the quarantine walls in hopes of
keeping their fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters alive, hunted all the while by blackmailers and
by Jewish, Polish, and German police, not to mention the Gestapo. When his family is finally stripped
away from him, Aron is rescued by Janusz Korczak, a doctor renowned throughout prewar Europe as
an advocate of children’s rights who, once the Nazis swept in, was put in charge of the Warsaw
orphanage. Treblinka awaits them all, but does Aron manage to escape—as his mentor suspected he



could—to spread word about the atrocities? Jim Shepard has masterfully made this child’s-eye view
of the darkest history mesmerizing, sometimes comic despite all odds, truly heartbreaking, and even
inspiring. Anyone who hears Aron’s voice will remember it forever.
Making Nice Oct 31 2022 A gut-punch of a debut about love and loss, and fighting for âe" and with
âe" the only family youâe(tm)ve got. Albyâe(tm)s flailing wildly against the world around him. He
punches his sister (she deserved it), gets drunk and picks fights (all deserved), defends defenceless
creatures large and small, and spews insults at children, slow drivers, old ladies and every single
surviving member of his family. With electrifying honesty and sly tenderness, Alby distills the
anguish, the terror, the humour, and the strange grace he experiences in the aftermath of his
motherâe(tm)s death. But as he drinks, screws, and jokes his way through his pain and heartache,
both his anger and his kindness bubble up when he, and we, least expect it.
Desert Boys Mar 24 2022 Powerful, linked stories illuminate Daley Kushner's world-- the family,
friends, and community in California's Mojave Desert. that have both formed and constrained him,
and his new life in San Francisco. Back home, the desert preys on those who cannot conform: an
alfalfa farmer on the outskirts of town; two young girls whose curiosity leads to danger; a black
politician who once served as his school's Confederate mascot; Daley's mother, an immigrant from
Armenia; and Daley himself, introspective and queer. Meanwhile, in another desert on the other side
of the world, war threatens to fracture Daley's friendship with Robert Karinger. -- adapted from
publisher info
Parakeet Jun 14 2021 A Best Book of 2020 at Lit Hub, Electric Literature, and Refinery29 A Best
Book of Summer at Vulture, Refinery29, Yahoo! Life, Alma, Subway Book Review, and Lit Hub A Best
Book of the Month at Entertainment Weekly, Hello Giggles, and PopSugar EDITORS' CHOICE AT



THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW LONGLISTED FOR THE 2021 CARNEGIE MEDAL and the
Joyce Carol Oates Prize "Miraculous: spry and mordant, with sentences that lull you with their
rhythms, then twist suddenly and sting." —Lauren Groff, author of Florida "A twisting, strange
delight, Parakeet shimmers a soft and generous light on the darkest of a woman's innermost
thoughts." —Kristen Iversen, Refinery29 Acclaimed author of 2 A.M. at the Cat's Pajamas Marie-
Helene Bertino's Parakeet is a darkly funny and warm-hearted novel about a young woman whose
dead grandmother (in the form of a parakeet) warns her not to marry and sends her out to find an
estranged loved one. The week of her wedding, The Bride is visited by a bird she recognizes as her
dead grandmother because of the cornflower blue line beneath her eyes, her dubious expression,
and the way she asks: What is the Internet? Her grandmother is a parakeet. She says not to get
married. She says: Go and find your brother. In the days that follow, The Bride's march to the altar
becomes a wild and increasingly fragmented, unstable journey that bends toward the surreal and
forces her to confront matters long buried. A novel that does justice to the hectic confusion of
becoming a woman today, Parakeet asks and begins to answer the essential questions. How do our
memories make, cage, and free us? How do we honor our experiences and still become our
strongest, truest selves? Who are we responsible for, what do we owe them, and how do we allow
them to change? Urgent, strange, warm-hearted, and sly, Parakeet is ribboned with joy, fear, and an
inextricable thread of real love. It is a startling, unforgettable, life-embracing exploration of self and
connection.
I Am Having So Much Fun Here Without You Feb 20 2022 A romance in reverse is set in Paris and
London and follows an artist's attempts to fall back in love with his wife after the end of his affair, an
effort that is challenged by the sale of a personal painting and his wife's discovery of his infidelity. A



first novel.
Punkzilla Aug 29 2022 An award-winning writer and playwright hits the open road for a searing
novel-in-letters about a street kid on a highstakes trek across America. For a runaway boy who goes
by the name "Punkzilla," kicking a meth habit and a life of petty crime in Portland, Oregon, is a
prelude to a mission: reconnecting with his older brother, a gay man dying of cancer in Memphis.
Against a backdrop of seedy motels, dicey bus stations, and hitched rides, the desperate fourteen-
year-old meets a colorful, sometimes dangerous cast of characters. And in letters to his sibling, he
catalogs them all -- from an abusive stranger and a ghostly girl to a kind transsexual and an old
woman with an oozing eye. The language is raw and revealing, crackling with visceral details and
dark humor, yet with each interstate exit Punkzilla’s journey grows more urgent: will he make it to
Tennessee in time? This daring novel offers a narrative worthy of Kerouac and a keen insight into
the power of chance encounters.
Freeman's: California Apr 24 2022 From immigration rights to climate change, California has been
ground zero for the most crucial questions of our time. In a bravura essay, Rabih Alamdeddine
remembers bartending during the worst years of the AIDS crisis. William T. Vollmann visits the Carr
fire and discovers that gas masks are the new normal. Natalie Diaz describes growing up in the
desert and remaking her body on the basketball court. Award-winning journalist Lauren Markham
revisits her family’s tales of their arrival in a town built by a con man on stolen land. Karen Tei
Yamashita tells of a Japanese-American man going to Hiroshima after the bomb dropped, writing
letters home. Reyna Grande witnesses her mother never adapting after migrating from Mexico.
Tommy Orange conjures a native man so lost and broke he’s either going to rob a bank or end his
life—but love might rescue him. Rachel Kushner sings a hymn to the danger and beauty of cars. And



since the Beat movement, California has also given birth to an explosion of poetry. New poems by
Frank Bidart, Robin Coste Lewis, D.A. Powell, and recent poet laureate Juan Felipe Herrera join
newcomers Mai Der Vang and Javier Zamora in this investigation and celebration of California
writing. Featuring new work from Héctor Tobar and Jennifer Egan, Oscar Villalon and Anthony
Marra, Geoff Dyer and Elaine Castillo, Freeman’s: California will become a benchmark for California
anthologies before and to come.
A Guide to Being Born Sep 17 2021 Reminiscent of Aimee Bender and Karen Russell, from the
author of the new collection, Awayland—an enthralling book of stories that uses the world of the
imagination to explore the heart of the human condition. Major literary talent Ramona Ausubel,
author of Sons and Daughters of Ease and Plenty, combines the otherworldly wisdom of her much-
loved debut novel, No One Is Here Except All of Us, with the precision of the short-story form. A
Guide to Being Born is organized around the stages of life—love, conception, gestation, birth—and
the transformations that happen as people experience deeply altering life events, falling in love,
becoming parents, looking toward the end of life. In each of these eleven stories Ausubel’s stunning
imagination and humor are moving, entertaining, and provocative, leading readers to see the
familiar world in a new way. In “Atria” a pregnant teenager believes she will give birth to any
number of strange animals rather than a human baby; in “Catch and Release” a girl discovers the
ghost of a Civil War hero living in the woods behind her house; and in “Tributaries” people grow a
new arm each time they fall in love. Funny, surprising, and delightfully strange—all the stories have
a strong emotional core; Ausubel’s primary concern is always love, in all its manifestations.
Fourteen Stories, None of Them Are Yours Dec 09 2020 Luke B. Goebel's Fourteen Stories, None of
Them Are Yours is the winner of the FC2 Ronald Sukenick Innovative Fiction Prize.



The Noble Hustle Mar 12 2021 From the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The
Underground Railroad and The Nickel Boys • “Whitehead proves a brilliant sociologist of the poker
world.” —The Boston Globe In 2011, Grantland magazine gave bestselling novelist Colson Whitehead
$10,000 to play at the World Series of Poker in Las Vegas. It was the assignment of a lifetime, except
for one hitch—he’d never played in a casino tournament before. With just six weeks to train, our
humble narrator took the Greyhound to Atlantic City to learn the ways of high-stakes Texas Hold’em.
Poker culture, he discovered, is marked by joy, heartbreak, and grizzled veterans playing against
teenage hotshots weaned on Internet gambling. Not to mention the not-to-be overlooked issue of
coordinating Port Authority bus schedules with your kid’s drop-off and pickup at school. Finally
arriving in Vegas for the multimillion-dollar tournament, Whitehead brilliantly details his progress,
both literal and existential, through the event’s antes and turns, through its gritty moments of
calculation, hope, and spectacle. Entertaining, ironic, and strangely profound, this epic search for
meaning at the World Series of Poker is a sure bet. Look for Colson Whitehead’s bestselling new
novel, Harlem Shuffle!
Hot Pink May 26 2022 Adam Levin’s debut novel The Instructions was one of the most buzzed-about
books of 2010, a sprawling universe of “death-defying sentences, manic wit, exciting provocations
and simple human warmth” (Rolling Stone). Now, in the stories of Hot Pink, Levin delivers ten
smaller worlds, shaken snow-globes of overweight romantics, legless prodigies, quixotic dollmakers,
Chicagoland thugs, dirty old men, protective fathers, balloon-laden dumptrucks, and walls that ooze
gels. Told with lust and affection, karate and tenderness, slapstickery, ferocity, and heart, Hot Pink
is the work of a major talent in his sharpest form.
Quicksand Nov 07 2020 This fearlessly funny, outrageously inventive dark comedy about two



lifelong friends is “a delightful literary novel…extraordinarily imaginative” (Psychology Today) from
Man Booker Prize finalist Steve Toltz—for fans of Dave Eggers, Martin Amis, and David Foster
Wallace. Liam is a struggling writer and a failing cop. Aldo, his best friend and muse, is a haplessly
criminal entrepreneur with an uncanny knack for disaster. As Aldo’s luck worsens, Liam is inspired
to base his next book on his best friend’s exponential misfortunes and hopeless quest to win back his
one great love: his ex-wife, Stella. What begins as an attempt to make sense of Aldo’s mishaps
spirals into a profound story of faith and friendship. “Steve Toltz channels a poet’s delight in crafting
the perfect phrase on every highly quotable page” (Publishers Weekly). With the same originality,
brilliance, and buoyancy that catapulted his first novel, A Fraction of the Whole, onto prize lists
around the world, Toltz has created a rousing, hysterically funny but unapologetically dark satire
about love, faith, friendship, and the artist’s obligation to his muse. Quicksand is a subversive
portrait of twenty-first-century society in all its hypocrisy and absurdity that “confounds and
astonishes in equal measure, often on the same page…A tour de force” (Australian Book Review).
The Mare Oct 26 2019 From the author of the National Book Award–nominated Veronica: Mary
Gaitskill's most poignant and powerful work yet—the story of a Dominican girl, the white woman
who introduces her to riding, and the horse who changes everything for her Velveteen Vargas is
eleven years old, a Fresh Air Fund kid from Brooklyn. Her host family is a couple in upstate New
York: Ginger, a failed artist on the fringe of Alcoholics Anonymous, and Paul, an academic who
wonders what it will mean to “make a difference” in such a contrived situation. The Mare illuminates
the couple's changing relationship with Velvet over the course of several years, as well as Velvet's
powerful encounter with the horses at the stable down the road, as Gaitskill weaves together
Velvet's vital inner-city community and the privileged country world of Ginger and Paul. The timeless



story of a girl and a horse is joined with the timeless story of people from different races and
socioeconomic backgrounds trying to meet one another honestly in a novel that is raw, striking, and
completely original.
Making Nice Jan 02 2023 Named a book of the year by BUSTLE and ELECTRIC LITERATURE “Alby
is Holden Caulfield in the Internet age..." --Los Angeles Times Hailed as "indelible" by Entertainment
Weekly, a "cringe-inducingly funny" (The Wall Street Journal) gut-punch of a debut about love, grief,
and family "unleashes one of the most comically arresting voices this side of Sam Lipsyte's
Homeland" (Publishers Weekly, starred review) In Matt Sumell's blazing first book, our hero Alby
flails wildly against the world around him—he punches his sister (she deserved it), "unprotectos"
broads (they deserved it and liked it), gets drunk and picks fights (all deserved), defends defenseless
creatures both large and small, and spews insults at children, slow drivers, old ladies, and every
single surviving member of his family. In each of these stories Alby distills the anguish, the terror,
the humor, and the strange grace—or lack of—he experiences in the aftermath of his mother's death.
Swirling at the center of Alby's rage is a grief so big, so profound, it might swallow him whole. As he
drinks, screws, and jokes his way through his pain and heartache, Alby's anger, his kindness, and his
capacity for good bubble up when he (and we) least expect it. Sumell delivers "a naked rendering of
a heart sorting through its broken pieces to survive.*" Making Nice is a powerful, full-steam-ahead
ride that will keep you laughing even as you try to catch your breath; a new classic about love, loss,
and the fine line between grappling through grief and fighting for (and with) the only family you've
got. *Mark Richard
Last Days of the Dog-Men: Stories Mar 31 2020 "His people and dogs—those wonderful dogs!—come
alive with honest, thrumming energy." —The New York Times Book Review Winner of the Sue



Kaufman Prize for First Fiction from the Academy of Arts and Letters and the Great Lakes Colleges
Association New Writers Award. In each of these "weird and wonderful stories" (Boston Globe), Brad
Watson writes about people and dogs: dogs as companions, as accomplices, and as unwitting victims
of human passions; and people responding to dogs as missing parts of themselves. "Elegant and
elegiac, beautifully pitched to the human ear, yet resoundingly felt in our animal hearts" (New York
Newsday), Watson's vibrant prose captures the animal crannies of the human personality—yearning
for freedom, mourning the loss of something wild, drawn to human connection but also to
thoughtless abandon and savagery without judgment. Pinckney Benedict praises Watson's writing as
"crisp as a morning in deer season, rife with spirited good humor and high intelligence," and Fred
Chappell calls his stories "strong and true to the place they come from." This powerful debut
collection marks Brad Watson's introduction into "a distinguished [Southern] literary heritage, from
Faulkner to Larry Brown to Barry Hannah to Richard Ford" (The State, Columbia, South Carolina).
The Book of Men Sep 29 2022 Featuring contributions from James Lee Burke, Ian McEwan,
Salman Rushdie and Amy Bloom, this collection, penned to help launch the literary nonprofit
Narrative 4, contains 80 stories that ponder what it means to be a man. 30,000 first printing.
Electric Literature Dec 01 2022 Stories by Nathan Englander, Matt Sumell, Mary Otis, Marc Basch,
and Steve Edwards
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